4 parts

Directions:
Part 1
· Submit a three-paragraph introduction (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site. clearly identifying the topic (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site. you wish to investigate for your Final Portfolio. Be sure to answer the following questions in these three paragraphs:
· What is your topic?
· Why is this topic of interest to you?
· What critical questions do you have about this topic?
· How might you narrow your topic to think more clearly and carefully about issues related to your topic?
Part 2
Critical Thinking Paper on Issue or Problem 
Select an issue or problem that you wish to investigate critically. Formulate a question or thesis (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site. on the issue so that your research has a clear and cogent direction.
Use Paul and Elder’s (2012) intellectual standards to find a topic or problem that is clear, relevant, significant, and precise.
Now, write a paper that addresses the problem or issue via scholarly sources. 
Your paper should include the following:
1. Title page: include your name, date, title of essay, and class
2. Introduction: provide a two-paragraph introduction (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site. that frames the issue or problem carefully
3. Engagement with issue or problem using scholarly sources and the intellectual standards proposed by Paul and Elder (2012): What is the issue? Why is it significant? Why is this issue relevant to you (and/or your community)? What have you learned about the depth and breadth of the issue or problem from scholarly sources? How do the scholarly sources aid you in fair-mindedness and logic?
4. Conclusion (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site.:  Reflect on your issue or problem and how the sources informed your thinking. What have you learned? How can you apply the intellectual standards and elements of reason to this issue or problem to come to creative solutions? What critical questions remain?
5. References
Details
· Cite all claims and ideas using scholarly sources. While it is acceptable to write in the first person, be sure to cite your sources to support your inferences.
· Your paper should engage a minimum of six scholarly sources that are not required or recommended readings for this course. The CSU-Global Library (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site. is a good place to find these sources.
· Your paper should be eight to ten pages in length and formatted according to the CSU-Global Guide to Writing & APA (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site..
· Papers should be double-spaced, 12-point font.  


Part 3
Outline 
Directions:
· Submit a one-page academic outline with the following parts:
· a paragraph describing your revised topic selection and a question or thesis (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site. statement to investigate critically
· An outline which includes:
· main points
· sub-points
· engagement with the intellectual standards and elements of reason demonstrating your strategy for critically investigating the topic. You may wish to refer to Chapter 5 of Paul and Elder (2012).
· a reference section which includes three new scholarly references to support your introduction (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site. and thesis (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site. statement. Find peer-reviewed sources that are not required or recommended readings for this course. The CSU-Global Library (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site. is a good place to find these sources.
· Format your paper and references according to the CSU-Global Guide to Writing & APA (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site., including a title and references page.
· Review the grading rubric for this assignment below to understand the criteria for how your paper will be assessed.

Part 4
[bookmark: _GoBack]Journal Submission. Each module lecture contains a section with journal prompts that focus on reflection. Include these entries at the end of your Final Portfolio.
 Directions:
Answer the questions for each journal entry. Each journal entry should be two full paragraphs and should show evidence of engagement with the required readings for the module. 

Cite scholarly sources using CSU-Global Guide to Writing & APA

Module 1 Journal Questions
Do you engage in intellectual sophistry? If so, where?
How do the intellectual standards and the elements of reason introduced by Paul and Elder (2012) challenge sophistic thinking?

Module 2 Journal Questions
What modalities help you to think clearly, systematically, and creatively? If you usually learn through one modality, how might engaging other modalities help you think more creatively?

Module 3 Journal Questions
As you think about your personal, professional, and social commitments, what concepts, data, or decisions require Socratic questioning?

Module 4 Journal Questions
What three cognitive biases and what three fallacies do you recognize in your own thinking? What steps could you take to correct these? 

Module 5 Journal Questions
Describe the differences between media bias (type I), media bias (type II), and propaganda. Give an example of each of these. 

Module 6 Journal Questions
Which of the scientific strategies for better critical reasoning could aid you in reasoning more clearly? Why?

Module 7 Journal Questions
Psychologist Lawrence Kohlberg argued that individuals develop a sense of right and wrong in stages. Review the chart of Kohlberg’s stages of moral development in the class lecture this week. At what stage would you place yourself? 

Module 8 Journal Questions
What strategic thinking processes might be best for you in planning your career advancement? What questions could that might spark creativity?





